Information processing deficits of schizophrenic children with formal thought disorder.
The relations among formal thought disorder, the partial report span of apprehension task, the distractibility factor on the Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-Revised (WISC-R), and IQ scores were examined in 31 schizophrenic children, aged 7.4 to 12.5 years. The partial report span of apprehension scores of the schizophrenic children correlated significantly with their illogical thinking scores. Their scores on loose associations were significantly associated with the WISC-R distractibility factor score. The attention/information processing deficits that might underlie the clinical manifestations of illogical thinking and loose associations in childhood onset schizophrenia are discussed.